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Rucker Family Society
2010 Reunion

by Larry Black

The Rucker Family Society

Reun ion  l o r  2010 ,  he ld  i n
Nashville, Tennessee, has passed
into history to give rise to the
next reunion ro be held in
Richmond, Mrginia in 2012.

The reunion was attended by
nearly fifty Rucker cousins and
"almost Rucker" cousins lrom

eleven states. In spite of the
fatigue of travel, the Wine and
Cheese reception on the opening
evening was well attended. The
camaraderie continued for over
two  hou rs  and  was  f i na l l y
dec la red  ove r  by  ho te l
personnel.

The Hermitage, home of PresidentAndrew
Jackson. Nashville. Tenn$see.

The first full day began with a

walk in the footsteps of President
Andrew Jackson and his adopted

son of Rucker lineage, Andrew
Jackson, Jr. The quaint modest
home of President James Knox

Polk was pleasantly surprising to
most who attended on the second
leg of our tours of the first full
day.

A bonus to the Polk home was an
exhibit of American flags which
chronicled the development of
the flag as new states were added
over the years and a number of

original flags from the Civil
Wars and World Wars I and
II. The reunion schedule was

altered when Mike Rucker, who
was to give a presentation on

Co l .  Edmund  W inches te  r
Rucker, was unable to attend.

- ,

Home ofJames K. Polk, Columbia, Tennessee
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The presentation was salvaged
when an Pvt. William Ambrose

, Rucker appeared in Confederate
uniform and gave the presentation
even better than was expected.

A small  group ventured to
Murfreesboro. where Benjamin
Rucker's chi ldren original ly
settled in Tennessee. They were
accompanied by Mary Estes and
her father, John Rucker. organizer
of the first Rucker Reunion in
Nashville. Day two was a "free
day" with some exploring sites of
Rucker interest and others visiting
historic Carter House, the Union
headquarters, and Camton House,
the Confederate field hospital, in
the Batt le of Frankl in. Col
Edrnuna -W;-Rucker commanded
Rucker's Brigade under the
command of Bedford Forrest in
the Battle of Franklin, nicknamed
the "bloodiest five hours of the
Civil War" because there were
over ten thousand wounded and

Interior of the Grand Ole Opry

ki l led. I t  was an emotion
moment  to  see  one  o f  t h

outbuildings at Carter h
oreserved with over two
bullet holes still remainins and
b lood s ta ined f loors  f ro
amDutations at Camton House.
The evening of the second
included a board meetins and
The final day began with a

Board meetins and brunch later i

obligatory visit to the Grand O
Opry for those not native to i
area. the momins. The
tally showed Peter's son John wi
the most descended attendees:
William and Thomas were

and third. The usual auctio
generated considerable money for

Attendees at the 2010 Rucker Family Society Reunion, Nashville, Tennessee
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the society and sibling rivalry-

l ike compet i t ion.

lf you rvere unable to attend the

20 l0 Reunion in Nashvi l le,  you
rvill have a chance to redeenr
you rse l f  i n  2012  a t  t he

R ichmond ,  V i rg in ia  Rucke r
Family Society Reunion.

The Rucker Ambulance
Wagon

by Bill Smith

Recently Jeannie Brydon sent
rne an article u,riften by Nolan
Conne l l y  f r on r  t he
Clrarlottesv ilf e Doil,- Progress
publ ished July 31, 2010. The
adicle concemed itself with Ted
Hughes. of Piney River, Nelson
County, Mrginia. Mr. Hughes
orvns Chalklevel Caniage and
Buggy Works, and fbr the past
I9 years he l ras been restol ing
and  rebu i l d ing  ho rse -d rawn
buggies, carriages. and sleighs.
His last project rvas a replica of
an I  861 Rucker Ambulance,
rvhich u,as the Union Army's
mos t  p  opu la r  C i v i l  War
ambulance. The Rucker after
rvhom the ambulance was nanred
is General Daniel Her.rry Rucker
(a not inlrequently mentioned
Rucker rvho is not a descendant
ol '  Peter Rueker.  the rmmigrant) .
of the Anny's Quartennaster
deparhnent. This replica is nrne
fee t  t a l l  and  we ighs  an
as ton i sh ing  3 .5  0  0 .  l t  n ' as
designed to hold up to eight
rvounded, or fbur dead, soldiers.
According to Hughes, he needed

up to six horses to pull the
ambulance, but could be pulled
by as f'ew as two, as the Civil
War -e ra  pho tog raph  be low
shows.

The space between the upper
surlace of the lower and the
lorver surface of the upper
stretchers rvas about twenty-one
inches. This space was ventilated
by lattice openings on each side
of the body of the arnbulance
rvagon. A water-cask ]vas located
un  de r  t he  d r  i v  e  r ' s  sea t .
According to an on-line article
about the Rucker arnbulance, the
r.veight r,r,as about 1,120 pounds.
Detailed specifications of this
ambulance wagon r'vill be fbund
on page 48 of the Report ol' a
Boturl o.f Olfiter.s to tleci<le upott
a Plttern of Amb ance Wagon

.fbr Army Lrse. Washin_qton.
1878. Excerpts tiom this report
can be lbund r l  the \ \ebsi te
h t l | :  r r  r r  n .e  i r  i l r r  l r hon re .e  un r
rtrlbularrcerr euons.htrn .

The plans Hughes used to build
his replica were obtained from
the U.S. Anny Quarterrnaster
Museum in Fort Lee, Prince
George Cor"rnty, Mrginia. The
nusellm has an original Rucker'
an rbu lance ,  t l i ough  H  ugh  es
lnaintains it is not cornplete.

Much to his credit, Hughes built
a l l  o l '  the pans for his repl ica.
except fbr the wheels and the
axle5. al  h is Carr iage Works.
That included the forty pounds
of horsehair that he used to fill
the cushions in the back of the
rvagon where the rvounded
would have rested. He does
adlnit in the article that his use
of power tools did shorten the
amount of tin.re he took to
complete the project.

The Trials of Ahmed
Rucker - Part II

by Bill Smith

f  his art ic lc relates tr . r  o lesal
proceeding frorn the life o
Ahrned Rucker.

Ahnrcd Rucker 's rre\ t  dcal ing.s
rr i th the lau corrcerned loarr inp.
5452.76 tover S 10.000 in toJay's
dollars) to his flrst cousin Jolin
Rucker and trvo of Johu's sons,
James Willis ancl Isaac Rucker.
The loan was made on October
I 9, 1825 and rvas to be repaid by
October 15. 1828. The loans
\\,ere not repaid and so Ahrned
brought suit on October 17, 183 I
i n  t he  Ca ld r ve l l  Coun ty ,
Ken tucky  C i l cu i t  Cour t .  I n
addit ion to the loans beir . rg
repaid, Ahmed asked lbr $500 in
damages. Though it is not clear
if the judge in the case made any
ru l i ng  on  t he  reques t  f o r
damages, he did rule in Ahmed's
fbvor concenring the repayment

ofthe loans.
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Since .Tohn and his sons did not
repay the loans to Ahrned, the
Sher i t f  o f -  Ca ld rve l l  Coun ty
a l ten rp ted  to  b r i ng  them in to
custody. The sheriff $'as not
successful and the Ruckers never.
appeared in coult. The judge then
required the sheriff to sell John
Rucker's slave William or Bill,
who had been a gili to John from
liis fatlier. William rvas sold on
Ju ly  6 ,  1832  fo r  $376 .  Th i s
afilount, plus $100 frorn John
Rucker's brother Morton, still lef,
sorne of the loan unpaid. Befbre
the July sale of William, Ahmed
and John agreed to try to keep
Williarn in the farnily, and.lohn's
son Thornas, u,ho was also the
son-in- law of Ahrned, bought
Williarn.

In February 1833, John wenr to
court and attelnpted to have the
judge change his mind about the
previous lulings. The judge did
not change his mind and ordered
John to pay his debts to Ahrned.
I n  Ju l y  1836  John  t ook  a
trauscr ipt ion of  t l re Caldwel l
County court proceedings to the
Chancery Courl of Sangarnon
County, Illinois, in an attempt to
tecover his slave or the monetary
eqr-rivalent. iohn rold the court
that he entered iuto an agreemeut
with Ahmed and Thomas Rucker
that Williarn would work off John
Rucker's debt at 560 annually
unl i l  the debt uas completely
repaid, and that this agreement
was the only reason Willian.r was
given to Ahmed and Thon.ras. In

March 1838 a transcription of the
case was prepared rvhen the h'ial
was transferred to S cl i r"r  y l  er
County.  I I l inois,  af ter the judge in
Sangamon  Coun ty  ac ted  as
counsel lor one of the parties.

Depos  i t i on  s  r ve re  g i ven  by
supporters of  Jol . rn Rucker 's
description of what took place
concerning the slave William and
f rom suppor te rs  o f  Ahmed
Rucker. These depositions were
taken betrveen Marcl.r 4 and June
\9 ,  183 '7 .  And  so  ends  ou r
kno rv l edge  o f  t he  s to rn l y
relationship of Ahmed Ruckel and
his first cousin .lohn Rucker. The
untbrtr-rnate part of this story is
tlrat the court records that rvould
shou '  t he  oL r t come o f  t hese
proceedings have been lost or
rlisplaced by the Schuyler County
Recorder's office. It is possible
that they rvill "turr up" tn the
future, but in November 2007
they renrained rnisfiled or lost.
Tlrere is 11o menlion of William,
the young slave, in Ahrned's will
dated July l l ,  1839, nor in the
later censtrs records for John or
Thomas Rucker.

As an l.ristorical note, in the 1830
United States Census, there were
nearly 26,000 slaves in the North
Central Census Region (Ohio,
l nd iana ,  I  l l i n  o  i s ,  M i ch igan
Territory, and Missouri - with the
rnajority in Missouri), but there
u'ere 747 slaves in the state of
I l l inois,  and even 331 in 1840.

A l i ce  Rucke r  supp l i ed
transcr ipt ions of  these court
record proceedings for this article.

My Childhood Memories of
My Grandparent's Farm

By l\{artha Rucker Diggle

In tlie fall of 1 949 my parents
lived outside of Washington, D.C.
in Arlington. My father was horne
fi'om serving in the Second World
War in Europe and f-amiljes were
beginning to put their lives back
toge th  e r .  Because  o f  t he
ant ic inat ion ol  an overrvhe lm ing
nurn  be r  o f  schoo l  ch i l d ren ,
teachers rvere called back 1o the
classrooms. My mother ansrvered
the call and I wel'rt to live with my
grandparents, Dr'. Henly Cou.les
Rucker and Lillian Rucker at Elk
H i l  l  Farni  in Amel ia Counly,
Virginia. For nre it rvould be a
magical year.

I rvas only five years old and
would not start first grade until
the follorving year. My brothers
rernained in Arlington to attend
school. I *'as tlrrilled to be the
only kid irr the house. I rvould
watch my grandrnothel light the
wood burning heaters in the
momings lo keep us rvarm. Then
she rvould rnix and roll out the
dough lor biscuits, cut them and
hrorvn lhem in the u ood buming
oven as the u'onderful  odor
pervaded the house. Sonret i r res,
she r,r,ould make mc knots liorn
the scraps of dough. She ahvays
said that electric ovens do not
make good biscuits.
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Later in the moming we would
walk up the gravel road to the
vegetable garden. I would dance
among the rows of green as she
collected our dinner. Then we
would head fbr the hen house to
collect eggs among the cackling
and  peck  i ng  o f  hens  and
astonishing crows of roosters.
When chicken was on the menu I
would watch with great alarm as
my grandmother would hold the
chicken by the f'eet as she whirled
it around her head. Then she
would slam the chicken onto the
chopping block stump while she
swung the axe toward its neck
with her right arm. Then we
would dip the chicken in boiling
water so we could pluck the
feathers in the midst of the steamy
unique odor of chicken feathers.
We then fed the remains to the
voracious pigs.

My  g ran  d  mo the r ' s  bache lo r
brotheg Uncle Claude, was called
the f-arm manager, but it was clear
lhat Grandmother really ran the
place. Warner, the hired hand,
worked hard every day on the
farm. Among many other chores
he milked the cows twice a day
and poured the mi lk into an
electric cream separator which
made a delightful humming sound
on the back screened porch,
moming and evening. When rny
brothers Benjamin Ambrose (Ben)
and James Cowles (Jim) would
visit, we would play in the old
bam while Wamer milked the
cows. We would jump from bale
to bale and squeal with delight.

I t  was  f un  be ing  rny
g randmo the r ' s  shadow th  a t
enchanting year. On the days
when  she  had  a  b r i dge
engagement, I would go along and
sit in the comer and quietly play
with my paper dolls. I would also
make houses out of the white
prism-like pillboxes that housed
the pi l ls that my grandfather
p resc r ibed  fo r  h i s  pa t i en ts .
Sornetimes she would take me rn
her red Ford to Richmond tbr
lunch at Miller & Rhodes where
models would parade the latest
fashions as an organ played
beautiful music. This was a real
treat.

Dr. Henry C. and Lil l ian E. Rucker with
grandchildren (L t0 R) Henry C. l l l , Michael P,
Benjamin A., and l\.4afta A. (in arms) at Elk Hill
Farm, June 1944.

All day long every weekday and
every Saturday morning there
would be a line of cars in the
circular dr iveu ay of  lb lks wait ing
to see my grandflather, Dr. Rucker.
Some of these neighbors enjoyed
picnics on the beautiful lawn as
they awaited their tum to see the
doctor.

Directly in front of the house was
a very tall perfectly conical holly
tree. At the end of the yard was a
great weeping willow. These were
my  f i r s t  and  mos t  pe r fec t
climbing trees. The Guinea hens
roosted in the willow but laid their
eggs in the r.vheat field. One chore
lor us kids was to find the Guinca
nests and col lect  the eggs
especially the day before the
wheat was harvested. A croquet
set was arrayed in the lawn
between these great trees. Another
tree I remember was a huge
sourrvood tree in which the bees
wou ld  cong rega te  i n  h  uge
humming legions when the tree
was in bloom. That very tree rs
now listed as the world's largest
sourwood tree. A white fence
enclosed the large front yard.

A f t e r  c l imb ing  t r ees  and
imagining what it would be like to
f ly,  col lect ing sweet smel l ing
peda ls ,  f r om Grandmothe rs '
f l owe rs  and  ca t ch ing  and
releasing lightning bugs, I would
run upstairs after dinner and jump

into the large fbur-legged rron
bathtub in the bathroom.

The farmhouse had lour bedrooms
and a bathroom on the second
floor. One day I lound a saddle in
one of the closets and was told
that it was used by my grandfather
back in the days when he made
house calls on horseback. ln the
1940's and '50's he st i l l  made
house calls, but in his car of
course.

There were three hand-cranked
telephones at the bottom of the
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stairs just outside the doctor's
office. Since party lines rang a lot,
my  Grandmothe r  asked  the
chi ldren to always be quiet
whenever the phones rang so she
could determine if the call was lbr
our family. Three phones were
necessary because the doctor
sened patients in each of those
palty line areas. I remember when
the call was from a patient, others
on the pa$y line would listen in to
find out who was ill or had had an
accident.  Grandmother would

e very angry with that
because the extra listeners on the
line would weaken the volume of
the caller's voice and she would
shout, "Wloever is on the line -

Get oft, so I can take the message
fol the doctor!"

The front door of  the house
opened directly into the dining
roorn. The living room was to the
right and the kitchen was to the
left with maid's quarters adjacent
to the kitchen. The house had a tin
roof and I loved to hear the sound
of rain and the clawing of tree
branches across that tin roof. A
porch ran the full length of the
front of the house. The doctor's
ot'fice was a large room that had
been added for that purpose onto
the right side ofthe house.

The farm buildings themselves
comprised what appeared to be a
small village. Along the lane
behind the house were arrayed on
either side of the lane eight
addit ional  bui ld ings: garage,
chicken house, tool shed, smoke
house, a long famr equiprnent

shed, two bams and a storage
shed attached to the main house.

Maftha Rucker, the author of this
article, was bom in Richrnond,
Mrginia in 1944. Her parents
were Martha Cosby Rucker and
Benjamin Ambrose Rucker, Sr.
Her brothers are Benj ami n
Ambrose Rucker, Jr. and James
Cowles Rucker. Marlha grew up
in  A r l i ng ton ,  V i r g i n i a  and
g radua ted  f r om Rad fo rd
University and later Ohio State
University. She married Rayn.rond
Herbert Diggle, Jr. in 1966. They
had three children. Laura Anne
D igg le ,  age  35 ,  I  i ves  rn
Indianapolis, lndiana. Douglas
Scott  Diggle.  age 34. l ives in
Miami, Florida. Jennifer Lynn
Diggle died in 1999 at the age of
22 yearc. Martha *.as a school
teacher lor 36 years, and recently
retired from teaching high school
math in Daytona Beach. Ray. her
husband, died of  pancreat ic
cancer in 2007. Manha l ives in
Ormond Beach, Florida and is
spending her retirement traveling,
dancing, playing tennis and
playing bridge.

Martha Ann (Rucker) Diggle has lbur
lines to Peter Rucker:

Line l: Marthae Ann Rucker, Benjamins
Ambrose, Dr. Henry7 Cowles, Benjanrin6
Lindsay, Benjamin5 Jennings, Isaacr,
Ambrosei, John2, Peterl

Line 2: Marthae Ann Rucker, Benjamins
Ambrose, Lillian? Eliza (manied Dr.
HenryT Cow Ies  Rucker ) ,  Wi l l ianr6
Ambrose. Will iam' Ballenger, George',
Johnj, Johr2, Peterl

L ine  3 :  Mar thae Ann,  Ben jamin8
Ambrose, LillianT Eliza (manied Dr.
Henryr  Cowles  Rucker ) ,  Wi l l iam6
Ambrose, Mary5 Ann Dawson (m.
William5 Ballenger Rucker), Ambrosea,
Reubenr, Ambrose2, Peterr

L ine  4 ;  Mar tharo  Ann,  Ben jamine
Arnbrose, Dr. Henrys Cowles, SallyT F.
Parks (married Benjamin Lindsay),
Paulina6 Davis, Elizabeths MacDaniel,
Lucf Dawson, Benjaminr, John2, Peterr

Rucker Farm, Amelia Co.,
Virginia

By Jeannie Brydon

Cabell Willis on Rucker Farm, Amelia Co., Virginia

My grandson, Cabell Willis, was a
member of Boy Scout Troop 400,
joining at the age of twelve and
becoming an Eagle Scout at the
age of fourteen. He stayed a
member of tl.ris troop until he
graduated frorr high school in
June 2010.
One of the most unique things
about this troop was the unusual
places that they camped out.
Camping was a once-a-month
activity. fain or shine. treezing
weather or nice. The place they
camped in January was Ru.cker
Farm inAmelia Co., VA.

Rucker Farn was the home of
Mike Rucker's grandparents, Dr.
Hen ryT  Cow les  Rucke r
(Benjamin6 L.,  Benjamin5 J. ,
lsaaca. Ambrose3, John2, Peterl)
and  L i l l i anT  E l i za  Ru  cke r
(W i l l i am6  A . ,  W i l l i a rn5  B . ,
Georgea, John3, John2, Peterl and
Wm.  B . ' s  w i fe  Maryo  Ann
Darvson  Rucke r .  A rnb lose5 .
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Reubena ,  A rnb rose l ,  John l ,
Pererr) .  L i l l ian was the sister of
Sudie Rucker Wood who had a
summer honte ttvo nriles dorvn the
road. Lillian ran the farm while
her husband doctored the people
of Amelia. He was the beloved
country doctor and s'as paid for
h i s  se rv i ces  r v i t h  p roduce .
chickens, or solne other thing the

n could spare. Times were
hard and money scarce and Dr'.
Rucker never charged for his
services.

The fann house was torn down a
t'ew years ago and the land is
o rv  ned  by  g randson ,  James
Corv l es  " J immy"  Rucke r
(Martha's brother and Mike's 1st
cousin). He has let troop 400
camp there fol the last f-ew
\\'inters.

In Memoriam

Mary  Cha r l o t t e  Johnson
Rucker, 86, died on October 25.
201 0. Mary rvas born in Hayden,
Arizona April 6, 1924 and raised
in Gilbert, Arizona. Mary u,as the
oldest child of Charles and Clara
Schroeder Johnson. Their  t* ,o
other children rvere Betty and
Challes. Mary was proud of her
Johnson heritage which included
Joel Hills Johnson wlro wrole the
popular LDS hyrnn "High on a
Mour, tain Top."

When she was in 71h grade.
Mary's farnily moved to Mesa,
Arizona, and across t-rom their
farm lived Roy Leonard Rucker.
They became best fiiends and did
eve ry l h i  g  t oge the r .  Th  ey
eventual ly were rnar ied in spr i rrg

following their. graduation front
Mesa High School, rvhen she rvas
| 7 and he was I 8. When Roy

joined the Anry, Mary tbllowed
him around the country. Shirley,
their oldest child, rvas born in San
Antonio. After the war the family
rnoved to Tucson, Alizona where
their other five children rvere
born. Roy was one of 12 GI's to
rvin 120 acres of sand in Mecca,
Califomia in a GI lottery in the
1950's. There, pregnant Mary and
their five children homesteaded,
whi le Roy f lew over in his plane
to Mecca on the u'eekends and
landed on the sand runr.vay he had
nlade next to their house. This
land became known as "The
Rucke r  Homes tead "  wh  i ch
eventually grew citrus and grapes.

Wh  i l e  r a i s i ng  he r  Sounge r
ch i l d ren ,  Ma ry  ea rned  a
Bachelor 's Degree in Special
Education lrom the University of
Arizona. Roy eventually sold his
business in Tucson aud the family
moved to tlreir famr in Mecca.
They spent the $'inters in Mecca
and surnnrers in Payson, Utah.
When Roy retired, their son Bruce
bought the farm and coutinues 10
run it today.

Funeral services u'ere held on
Saturday, October 30, 20 l0 in the
West Mountain Ward Chapel in
South Payson Utah and intennent
*'as in the Payson City Cernetery.

Mary and Roy have 6 children, 3 I
grandchi ldren, and 53 great-
gtandchildren fol a total of 124
descendants. Their children are:
Shirley and Mike Klein of Orenr,

UT: Charies and Vickie Rueker,  of '
Gila Bend, AZ; Karen and Ray
van der Werl; of Gilbert, AZ;
Barbara and Richard Tarwater, of
Payson. UT: Bruce arrd Marcy
Rucker, of Paln.r Desert, CA; and
Richard and Deborah Rucker, o
Maricopa, AZ.

Roy RLrcker's l ineage is: Roye L..
S i n r e o n s  H . ,  A a r o n r  D . ,  S a m u e l 6 ,
Wi l l ianr  j ,  Co lbyr .  Peter i .  Thonras2,
Pe ic r l .

Roy and l\.4ary Rucker in Roy's Plane

The Da1 | Discoverec
I was a Rucker

by Paul Mize

Severa l  yea rs  ago  I  began
attending local Scottish Ganres.
What a great group ofpeople! For
sorne reason I jusl {'elt at home
around the Scottish Clans and that
wonderful Gaelic music.

During one of the events I was
foftunate enough to meel Alice
Fairhurst. Alice is the recording
S  ec re ta r y  o f  t he  Sou the rn
( al i lb lnia Genealogical  Society
and the DNA Interest Chair. Of
course at the Scottish Ganes you
talk about your clan and I was
rveariug my Clan Gunn t-shifi
because of nry momma's lineage.
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A l i ce  asked  abou t  t he  Gunn

Iineage and I shared rvith her the
lact that my great- lran d l'a th e r

Clayton Mize had been borl out
o f  u  ed loc l< .  She  imrned ia te l y
urged me to take a DNA test tc)

scc if I u'oulcl nratch anyonc. I
o ldcred the tcst  t l le lo l lo l  i r r : . :

rveek. The kit shou,ed up ir.r the
lnail in a t'erv clays. Isrvabbed the
ins idc  u l  r r r r  chcek :  i l nd  scn t  i t

back to Fanri ly DNA irnmediatel l , .

By non' my personal cr"rriosity

was wav out of rvhack lr,itlr rvhat
anyone u'ould consider nonral.
The l rr , r  ( )r  lh lce \ \  cck.  ol ' l  a i t i r rg

l 'or  t l rc rcsul ts rrcre ercruciat i r rs.
But they did shou up, thc datc

rvas August 6.  2009. The l ' i rst  l2-
r na rke r  r esu l t s  ne re  mos t l y
innocLrous. . lust  zr  bunch of generrc

names one rvould find in arry
Arner ican phclne book. There

u'ere about 60 matches and I u'as
r losLly i r ' r lcrcsted in the urreicnt
history on the rvebsite.

A rveck later on August 13. the
25-nrarker results came in. I had

seven rnatches ancl OMG (oh nry
( l od ) .  t ho . ' c  resu l t -  r re rc  j , r r r

dropping. Al l  seven sLlmames
rrere spel lcd R-U-( -K-F-R. Ycs.

Rucker.

I grabbed the plrone and cirlled n1y
Mom and Dad. Mom ans\lered
thc phone and rr,hen I told her the

results a slight gasp carne across

t  l r e  r t r , r b i l e  p  ho r r  e  con  n t ' c  t  i on .

F ron r  t he  pause  i t  ce r ta in l y
scemed as though some of my

Iarrily menrbers hacl some storres

that they had not slrared rvith mc.

A rveek later on Friday the 20rr' of

Augus t  2009  the  - l 7 -n ra rke r

lrlatches came in. The matches
had emai l  addresses and I  emai led

lnv ne$,est cousin Loren Rucker

u ho I rnatchecl a perfect 37 fbr 37.

Lo rrnd behold i r r  Ihe nrolrr inc

betblc bleaktast I had a response

f rom h i s  l ove l y  r . r ' i f e ,  A l i ce

Rucker,  r i ,e lcorr ing me to the
fiunily rvith a salutiltiur of "Hcllo

L  ou i i n . "  S incc  A l i c . '  Ruckc r  i s : r

fine genealogist. she kneu, eractly
u'here to poirlt me so that I couid

l lnd sorne sort  of  papcr t rai l .  Shc
told rne rr  hie h ol '  Pelef  RLrckcr".

c l esccndan ts  had  u ro r  ed  t o
(ieorgia. I rvas able to detennlne
through Census records that the

Rucker and Mize land rras in the

sarne Georgia Mi l i t ia Distr ict .  In

f ac t  t hey  \ \ ' e re  nex t  f a r r r

nciglrbors. lt also appcnrs tl.rat
bo th  f  a rn  i l i es  were  re la t i ve l y

u'ealthy since thcy rverc the tlvo
lrrae:t  s l rreholclcr :  in t l rc cnt i le

c Lr LLI'1t)/.

One y'oung Rucker gentlenran had
leli the fanrily farm during the

Cir.'il \l 'ar. Wherr he returned it

appears his eye was attrircted to

my  l ove l y  g rea t -g rea t -

grandrnother Mel issa . lane Mize.

Obviously a tryst Occurred or I

u'ould not be hele r",riting this

short story. lt also seerns that this

young Rucker gent lernan lel l

l ove l y  Georg ia  anc l  p robab ly

movcd to Arkansas very shortly

after Clayton was born.

T l r r ough  my  resea rch  I

reacquainted nrysell' rvith a fbnner

high school teacher rvho rvas a
granddaughter of Oscar Ruckcr

Iiom Banks County Ceorgia. We
had a iovely conversatiorr and she

shed 5onrc l ighl  rrn the strbjcct .
M1, Dad noted that the Civi l  War
Veteran's brother used to corne bv

and visit my gfcat grar.rdf-ather

Cilal'to1 on tl eckc'ds.

The knou'ledge gained has been
e.rtraordinarl'. The greatest benefit

has bccn the ne* Ii'icndship riith

Loren and Alice Rucker'. That neri'
i i iendship has been the rnost

* onclel l 'u l  part  ot  the dal  l
r-liscovered I rvas a Rucker.

Paul Vl ize is an actor uho l i res

lnr, l  r r . ' r ' l 's  in sorr lhern Ll l i l t rmirr .
H is u ebsite is rvu rv.paulmize.net

PaulrLr Nlizc' Ruckcr l incagc is: I lds ard')
Nlize. I 'arLl3, Will ianri ( ' .. o Ilucker,
\ \ \  l \ '  R l l ( ( J f .  (  r c r r t . t r : r  . 1 t . .  ( ; . r ' r s ( ' .

Thomasr .  Peter r .

Paul l\,4ize. Actor and Peter Rucker Descefdant
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4 lontinued Samuel Burks Rucker
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7
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Itlore }anlaslic 01il pnotos
While researching the brief article on the Rucker
Ambulance Wagon, I ran across this picture of Daniel H.
Rucker (front row, on the left). It was taken the day after
Christmas in I 866, in the Masonic Temple, Santa Fe,
New Mexico Territory. The gentleman sitting next to
Rucker is none other than Christopher H. "Kit" Carson.
Next to Carson is James H. Carleton, the adjutant general
of the New Mexico Territory. The,..men standing were all
soldiers who seryed at Fort Union, New Mexico (built to
protect the Santa Fe Train in 1851). They are, from left
to right: E. H. Bergmann, Charles P. Cleaver, Nelson H.
Davis, Herbert M. Enos, Basil K. Norris, and John C.
McFerran. The original photograph is in the Museum
New Mexico.
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Jeannie Brydon
304 Charmian Road
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Dr. Christopher D. Rucker
329 Farm Lake Road
Boiling Springs, SC 293.16 6403
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