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A Tale of Six Sudies

Sudie ( l l )  lvann Sudie ( l l l )Wibon
Sudie (lV) Moore Sudie (l) Wood

The name Sudie Rucker Wood
carries a certain significance for
the descendants of Peter Rucker,
the original Rucker immigrant
to Virginia at  the very beginning
of the l8th century, presumably
f rom Europe .  I t  was  th i s
de te rm ined  woman ,  a  7 th
generation descendant of Peter
Rucke r .  who  resea rched ,
compiled and published Z/re
Rucker Family Genealogy: with
their Ancestors, Descendants
and Connections, in 1932. Her
influence and her name are still
being felt after 141 years. The
f i  f t h  gene ra t i on  o f  he r

descendants to bear the name
Sudie is young Sudie Elisabeth
Clem. bom in 2005, and who is
pictured above next to her great-
grandmother,  Sudie Rucker
Mann. Sudie ( I )  S. Rucker

[1871-1957] was the wife of
William P. Wood, and they were
the  pa ren t s  o f  Sud ie  ( I I )
El izabeth Wood [ l  903- 19721
who in turn married Roger
"lack" I . Mann, who ,.vere the
parents of Sudie (III) Rucker
Mann  [  926 ]  who  in  tu rn
married Thomas "Tom" Eugene
Wilson, who were the parents of

Sudie (lV)Moore Sudie (V)Clem
Sudie (Vl) E Clem Sudie ( ll) Wilson
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Sudie (lV) "Sue" Rucker Wilson

[949], who in turn married John
Marion Moore, who were the
parents of  Sudie (V) Rucker
Moore  [972 ] ,  who  in  tu rn
married Christopher Scott Clem,
and who were the parents of Sudie
(VI) Elisabeth Clem [2005]. To
these lovely ladies we can only
hope they thrive and contlnue
their tradition.

SudieT R ucker Woods' l ineages is:
W i l l i am6  A . ,  W i l l i am5  B . ,
Georgea, Johnl, John2, Peterl.

Dues are Due!
Alice Rucker

If you received this, please let us

know if you will be able to renew
your membership for next for this
year. lf you have iost the address,
Alice's address is on page ti.vo of

this issue of the newsletter.

Dear  Rucker  Fami ly  Soc ie ty
Member,

You should have received your
20 | | dues notice sometime in
January and we are writing to
those we have not heard fiom yet.
It is possible that perhaps you are
on our list because you "gift" the
dues of another rnember and rheir
dues are due. Attached is a dues
r e n e w a l  f o r m  f o r  y o u r
convenience just in case you have
misplaced the one you were
mailed.
We appreciate you taking care of
this as soon as possible and we
hope to retain your continued
interest and support in the Rucker
Family Society.

Sincerely,
Alice Rucker,
Treasurer and Registrar

AWorld of Names
by Bill Smith

I don't knorv hor.v many of yo
heard, but the Social Securr
Administration released the
popular baby nanres l 'or 201
during the week of May 8ih.
Interestingly, most of the popul
girl and boy baby names in 201
were "newcomers" to the
popular list. The top ten girl'
names were, ranked in order o
popular i ty.  Isabel la ( the hul l i
saga's heroine), Sophia,
(which was ranked in the top l0
the 1880), Olivia, Ava, Emily
Abigai l ,  Madison, Chloe,
Mia. The same can be said for
boy's names as well, in that
of the too ten were newcomers
the list, with two repeats
other years. The top ten boy'
names lvere Jacob (the Nativ
Arner ican-u erer i  o l f  hero from
IrL lligir books.). Ethan. Micha
(rvhich was ranked in the top 10 i
the 1960), Jayden, Williarn (whic
was ranked in the top I 0 in
1880,  1910 ,  and  1960-whrc
makes i t  the name with th
g  re  a  t  e  s  t  s  t  a  y  i n  g  -  p  o  w  e  r )
Alexander, Noah, Daniel, Aid
and Anthony. I think it will
interesting to see which of
"newcorners" will have the
popularity in another 50
and I'm betting they will not.
After all, the Tnilight books will
probably not have the same cul
popularity they do now, but th
begs the question - if Bella
Jake rnade it into the top
names, what does that say
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poor Edward, the vampire hero?
I guess the name makes the man.

A second website caught my
attention as well. On pages 16
and I 7 of the February 201 I
issue of National Geographic
magazine, there is a map of the
United States made up of the
twen ty - f i ve  mos t  common
names in each of the fifty states.
Those names here in Cal i fomia
are Anderson. Brou n. Davis,
Garcia, Gonzalez, Hernandez,
J  ohnson .  J  ones .  K im .  Lee ,
Lopez, Martin, Martinez, Miller,
Ne l son ,  Nguyen ,  P  e rez ,
Rami rez ,  Rodr iguez ,  Smi th ,
Taylor,  Thomas, Thompson,
Wil l iams, and Wilson. These
reflect the diversity of the most
populous state.

But to the point of this part of
the article, where do the Ruckers
live in greatest abundance? The
h ighes t  con  cen t ra t i on  s  o f
Ruckers are in the Unired States,
Austr ia and Germany, with
secondary concentrations in a
seemingly odd conglomerat ion
of nations (Argentina, Canada,
France, New Zealand, Norway,
Poland, Spain, Switzerland, and
the  Un i t ed  K ingdom) .  I n
Germany the only state with a
concen t ra t i on  o f  Rucke rs
{probably Ri ickers) is Bar ar ia.
I n  Aus t r i a ,  t he  h i ghes t
concen t ra t i on  i s  l n
N iede16s te r re i ch ,  o r  Lower
Aus t r i a ,  and  a  s  ec  o  nda ry
concentration in Steiermark, or
Styria.

In the Unites States the states
there are six states wiLh a "high"

concentration of Ruckers. Which
states do you think they are?

Now that I have had time to
ponder which six states have the
h  i gh  es t  con  cen  t r a t i on  o f
Rucke rs .  t he  answer  i s  ( i n
a lphabe t i ca l  o rde r )  . . .  Georg ia .
Kentucky, Mississippi, South
Carolina, Tennessee, and West
Mrginia. In order of numbers of
Ruckers.  the highest ranking
goes  t o  Tennessee  (w i t h
Nashville and Memphis as the
leading cities with Ruckers, and
nea r l y  . 03% o f  t he  s ta re ' s
population being a Rucker), then
Wes t  V i r g i n i a .  Geo rg ia .
Ken tucky ,  M iss i ss ipp i ,  and
S  ou th  Ca ro l i na .  W i th rn
Tennessee, the counties with the
highest concentrations of Rucker
a re  ( i n  a lphabe t i ca l  o rde r )
Crainger.  Hamblen. Lauderdale.
McMinn counties.

The source for the most popular
baby names ts wtvl.ssa.gov/ocrct/
babntrntes/index. htn I#Jbrms - The
source lor the sumames data is
'n'tvw. w o r I d n u m e s. p u b I iqt roJi I e r o rg

Rucker Family Society
Grows to 1,000!

As the readers of the Rucker
Family Society Newsletter are
aware, the society is devoted to
the origins and evolution of the
three hundred year-old American
family founded by immigrant
Peter Rucker, the goals and
objectives of The Rucker Family
SocieLy are to:  research, archive
and share American Rucker
genealogy; preserve f'amily oral
histories, artifacts, papers and
pho tos ;  l oca te ,  res to re  and
pe rpe tua te  Rucke r  f am i  l y
ceme te r i es ;  commemora te
historically significant persons
and si tes;  and research the
farnily's European origins. The
news le t t e r  i t se l f  has  been
published since May 1990, two
years after the society's first
reunion. I t  may have been
twenty-three years in coming,
but we are proud to announce
that Mrs. Jeanne Gallegos o
Sunset,  Utah is the Rucker
Fam i l y  Soc ie t y ' s  l , 000 th
member. The board awarded
Mrs. Gallegos three years of paid
dues to the society, and she
wisely invested in an additional
two years. Congratulations and
welcome Jeanne!

Jeannee Griffin Gallegos' lineage
is:  Wanda8 Florence Garner,
Jess ieT  Mae  Sewe l l ,  Emi l y6
I sa  be  l l e  Rucke r ,  A l l en ' ,
Pascha la ,  Lemue ls ,  James l ,
Peter l .
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How much was it worth?
by Bill Smith

An interesting, and hopefully
useful website, is mentioned in
the  W in te r  2011  i s sue  o f
American Ancestor, the quarterly
publication of the New England
Histor ic Genealogical  Society.
Have you ever run across a
document or afiicle that mentions
an amount of money from a year
different from the current year,
and you wondered what the value
was today? For instance, my
father wrote the hospital a check
for $122 in 1949 to pay for the
expenses of rny birth. So, how
much would I "cost" in 201 1 ?
Acco rd ing  t o  t he  webs i t e
r N r t ) t r .  n  e  o  s  u  r  i n  g w  o  r  I  h .  c  o  m  /

uscompare the 1949 dollars would
be rvorlh $1,120 today. Perhaps a
more  h i s to r i ca l l y  impor tan t
example would be contained in
the  1799  w i l l  o f  Geo rge
Washington in which he writes,
"To Sally B. Haynie (a distant
relat ion of  nine) I  g ive and
bequeath three hundred dollars."
That $300 in 1799 would now be
worth $5,490 in 201 I dollars.

Ruckers in the \ews

Monday, July 18, 2011 will mark
the lTth Annual Rucker Memorial
Golf Toumament. which is an
event of the Reston (Virginia)
l n te r fa i t h  o rgan iza t i on .  The
toumament rvill be held at the
River Creek Club, l8-hole golf
course that borders the Potomac
River in Leesburg, Virginia.

"This out ing was started by
go l f i ng  budd ies  o f  Embry
Rucker to remember and honor
his dedicat ion to community
service in the greater Reston area.
Today, we celebrate his memory
and commitment to caring with
our support for the programs of
Reston Interfai th which help
people build more stable lives by
connecting them to vital resources
like emergency shelter, affordable
hous ing ,  ch i l dca re ,  f ood  o r
financial assistance."

Rev. Embry Cobb Rucker
(1914-1994) has been mentioned
in three previous Rucker Family
Society Newletters. His obituary
appeared in the December 1994
issue (Vol. 5 No. 4), the Embry
Rucke r  Commun i t y  She l te r  i n
Reston, Mrginia, was cited in the
September/December 2006 (Vol.
17. No. I  & 41 issue. and he is
named in the March 2009 issue
(Vol. 20, No. l) as a graduate of
the Mrginia Military Institute.

Embry'y C. Rucker's lineage rs:
Tinsleys W. III, TinsleyT W. Jr.,
T ins ley6  W. ,  Josephs ,  Johna ,
Comeliusr, Thomas2, Peterl.

Gabriel Rucker, executive chef
and  owner  o f  Le  P igeon  i n
Porlland, Oregon, was named the
Rising Star Chef by the James
Beard Foundation (JBF) at their
award ceremonies held in New
York City in May 2011. He had
been a nominee three years pnor
in the same category. JBF awards
have been refered to as the
"Oscars" of the fbod world. The
Rising Star Chef of the Year

Award is siven annuallv to a che
age 30 or younger who displays
an impressive talent and who is
likely to have a significant impact
on the industry in years to come.
Their Facebook page states "Le
p igeon  se rves  adven tu rous
French-inspired food along with a
wide var iety of  exci t ing wines in
an intimate dining room . . ."

Mr. Rucker was bom in April 29,
I 98 I and was raised in Napa
Valley, Califomia. His parents,
Laurie (Lauraine Blackman) and
Dave Rucker, are Napa residents.
He married Hana Kaufamn, the
daughter of Annie and Greg
Kauf'man, September 6, 2009.

Gab r i e  l r  Cameron  Rucke r ' s
lineage is: David EricrRucker.

Ruckersville Church Burns

The  omn ip re  sen t  W ik iped ia
describes Ruckersville as "a small
un inco rpo ra ted  commun i t y  i n
Green Coun ty.  Virg in ia
located in the rural  outskins o
Charlottesville. The community
lies amidst hills, mountain views,
trees, and farmland." Well the
idyl l ic Ruckersvi l le" of  obvious
interest to the RFS and this
newslet ter,  experienced some
unwanted attention shortly after
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2:30 A.M. last August 22 when
the Ruckersville Baptist Church
was burned by an arsonist. Sadly
as " f i re invest igators s i f ted
through the rubble church
members looked on in disbelief'.
This fire "happened just weeks
after vandals struck the church's
stained glass windows" and "on
the same night 22 tombstones
were  van  da  l i zed  i n  t he
Rucke rs i  i l l e  Co rnmun i t y
Cemetery." As one rvould expect,
members reported that "while the
f i re did cause bome exlensire
darnage to the church itself, it did
not damage the spirit of church
nembers, who say their faith will
get them through this tragedy."

In response to this event, the
Rucker Family Society board
donated $200 to the Ruckersville
Baptist Church to aid in the
church ' s  recons t ruc t i on .  The
members of the church in tum,
thanked the generosity of the
society "with humble hearts and
grateful spirits" and requested that
rve all "keep our church in your
prayers."

In case individr"ral RFS members
might wish to make a contribution
to the Ruckersville Baptist Church
to assist in the rebuilding of their
sanctuary.  the church's address is
6 Moore Rd, Ruckersville, VA
22968.

In Memoriam

Roy Leonard Rucker, 87, rvas
born Jrrne 4, 1923, and passed
away March 10, 2011. He began
life in Mesa, Arizona rvhere his

father'. Simeon Herbert Rucker
and his mother, Eula Lee Smith
had seven children, of whom Roy
was the third oldest. Roy
attended schools in Mesa and
graduated from Mesa High
School.

Roy married his childhood
sweetheart Mury Charlotte
Johnson in Mesa, Arizona, March
23, 1942. He joined the Army Air
Corps and became a B-29 pilot in
World War II. After the war. Roy
began his business career by
forming the Rucker Equipment
Companl.  and bui l t  a large ci t rus
farm in Mecca, California, The
Rucker Homestead. Flying his
airplanes was a favorite pastime
as rvell as researching family

His rvife, Mary Charlotte Johnson,
preceded Roy in death by only
four months t  whose obi trrary is
found in the December 2010 issue
ot the Rrrcke,r Famil.v Sotien'
New s I etter). Survivors include his
childrcn Shirley and Mike Klein
of Orem, UT; Charles and Vickie
Rucker ol Gila Bend, AZ; Karen
and Ray van der Werf, of Gilbert,

AZ; Barbara and Richard
Tarwater, of Payson, UT; Bruce
and Marcy Rucker, of Palm
Desert, CA and Rich and Deborah
Rucker, of Maricopa, AZ; 31
grandchildren and 56 great
grandchildren. His parents and his
siblings: Herbert, Louis, Ruth,
Eldon "Bud" and Robert, all
preceded him in death.

Funeral services were held
Saturday March 19,2011 at l l :00
a.m. at the West Mountain Ward
Chapel, in South Payson, UT, and
interment with military honors
was in the Payson City Cemetery.

Roy Rucker's lineage is: Roye L.,
Simeon8 H..  AaronT D..  Samuelo,
W i l l i am5 ,  Co lbya ,  Pe te13 ,
Thomas2, Peterl.

Winfred Ray Rucker was born
in Stamfbrd, Texas, on April 13,
1920, to John Lewis Rucker and
Lou Jean Rea. He died in Dallas,
Texas, on March 29, 201 1 .

His great thirst for leaming took
him to Texas Christian University
in Fort Worth, Texas, where he
ea rned  bo th  Bache lo r s  and
Masters Degrees in education, and
to Harvard University, where he
eamed his doctorate in Education.
He began his long teaching career
in  1947  a t  Texas  Chr i s t i an
Universi ty,  but he eventual ly
taught or was an administrator at
numerous  co l l eges  and
universities in the United States.
He retired in 1985. In addition to
teaching, he was the author of
numerous  pe r i od i ca l s ,
monographs, and books used in
teacher education.
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He  was  mar r i ed  t o  No rma
Johnston for 59 years, though she
predeceased hirn in 2006. They
lived in Panama City Beach, Fla.

He was preceded in death by his
parents. his wif'e, flor"rr sisters and
four brothers.  His s urv iv ors
include sister, Nell Winder; and
I I nieces and nephews and their
spor.rses.

The lineage of Winlreds Ray
Rucker is: JohnT Lewis, Calvin6
Lafayette,  . Iephthas, George+,
Georgel, Thomasz, Peterl.

Member Queries

Sharon Regner (sregner 2000@
yahoo.corn) asks can someone
help me fill in these gaps:

Who was Franklin W. Rucker?

(  l )  F rank l i n  W.  Rucke r  bom in
TN abt 1826. lived in Saline Co.,
Arkansas (1850 census) and died
abt 1886 in Van Zandt Co., TX.
Who were his parents and was he
in the Civil War?

(2) His rvit-e, Mary Amanda
"Mandy"  Lane  Rucke r  (ab t
1827-I886). Was she Cherokee?
Whti ."vere her parents? [See also

RFS Newsletter, Vol 4, No. I ,
March I 9931

Who was Mary Amanda "Mandy"
Lane Rucker (abr 1827- I 886)'/

( 3 )  F rank l i n  and  Mandy ' s
daughter was Susan Ann Rucker
Boyeu (1856- 1880).  Susan died
young, what happened? Susan and
he r  pa ren t s  a re  bu r i ed  rn
Providence Cemetery Smith Co.,
TX.

(4) Susan's husband. Marion
Boyett ( 1849-?). Susan's brother,
Wil l iam Rucker,  adopted her
daughter. Mary Kizzie Boyen in
1887. What happened to Marion?
(Sharon  i s  re la ted  to  Mar ion
through another l ine) Marion is
not buried with William's wife
and the Ruckers.

Marion was listed in the 1880 Van
Zandt Co., TX living next to F

frankl in]  W. Rucker (  Susan's
father). It also lists Marion Boyd

[sic] ,  age 25, f -arming, wid. ;
Kizzie (dau), age 3; Leona (dau),
age 8 mo., b. Sep. [See also
RFSN, Vol 3,  No. 4,  p.8 and 9l

Editor's Note: Franklin W. Rucker
and James Pascal Rucker were
brothers (ancestry unknown).
Bo th  l i ve  d  i n  Sa l i ne  Co . ,
Arkansas.

The 1850 Sal ine Co.,  AR census
lists Franklin Rucker, age 24, b.
TN, tarmer; Mary age 23, b. KY;
Cynthia E., age [ ], b. AR.

Jarnes Rucker, age 27, b. TN;
Mary age 22; Jane, age 3; Isaac
C., age l. John Rucker, age 38, b.
VA. larmer:  Sarah. age J2. b.  ALI

Washington L., age 15, b. TN;
James M., age 14, b. TN.

The editor asks, who was John
Rucker?

Quartermaster General
Daniel Henry Rucker

By Michael P. "Mike" Rucker

Daniel  Henry Rucker was born in
Belleville, New Jersey, April 28,
1812, the son of John Anthony
Rucker and Sarah Macomb. This
branch of the Rucker family,
which does not have a known
connection to Peter Rucker, was
engaged in commerce in Europe
and the United States in the I 8th
and l9d' centuries. When Daniel
was a seven years old his family
re l oca ted  t o  G rosse  I s l e ,
Vichigan. which is located jusr
south of Detroit and was fbr-rnded
by the Macomb brothers. Wiliram
Macomb was Rucker's maternal
g rand  f a the r  and  A lexande r
Macomb, Rucker's great-uncle
and  t he  f a the r  o f  Gene ra l
Alexander Macomb, recipient of
the  Congress iona l  Meda l  o f
Honor. Daniel Rucker's military
career began at age 25 on October
13, 1837 as he was commissioned
second lieutenant in the First
Dragoons under the command o
Colonel Stephen Kearney, and
Rucker's kinsman Richard Bames
Mason. Rucker was eventually
ordered to the southwest lrontier
and there, in the Indian Territory,
which became Oklahoma after
1907, he met and f-ell in love with
a young three-quarter cherokee
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named Flora McDonald
Coodey. Her mother was Jane
Ross, a sister of the Cherokee
Chief John Ross (in the March
201  I  i s sue  o f  Sm i thson tan
magazine, there is an article titled
"The Holdouts" about John Ross
and the Cherokee fight to keep
their traditional homelands in the
south-eastem United States). The
twenty-six year old Daniel and
f i f teen year old Flora were
married on the plantation of the
bride's parents on February 20,
1839. They had three sons, two of
whom died young, and Ross
(  1841-1858) ,  and  a  daugh te r ,
Louise (1843- 1924).

Rucker served on the southwest
frontier for nearly ten years and
his duties often required that he be
away from his wife and children
for many months. In I 845 he
retumed tiom an extended trip
and found Flora dying. She died
June 27, 1845. Her grave can be
seen in the Fort Gibson National
Ceme te ry ,  nea r  M t r scogee .
Ok lahoma .  Wh i l e  on  t hese
extended assignments in the West
he was often the tent mate of
scout Kit Carson.

When the Mexican War erupted
Rucker rvas assigned to General
Ellis Wool's invasion force. The
now Cap ta in  Rucke r  l ed  a
squadron during the Battle of
Buena Vista, the last major battle
in northern Mexico, on February
23, 1847. During this chaotic
battle, Rucker was constantly
being reassigned as other officers
we re  r vounded  and  as  t he
Me .x i cans  nea r l y  t ook  t he

initiative. A U.S. Army supply
train was under threat f rom
Mexican lancers but the enemy
was driven back by Captain
Rucker and his dragoons. For his
service in this battle he was
brevetted a major. Brevetting is
t he  ac t  o f  au tho r i z i ng  a
commissioned officer to hold a
hi gher rank temporarily.

On August 23, 1849 Rucker was
assigned to the Quartermaster's
Department in recognition of his
skills at logistics and supply. He
continued is this department until
his retirement, nearly thirty-three
years later. His on-the-ground
involvement in Cal i lornia dur ing
the Gold Rush saved hundreds of
l i v  e  s .  Many  t housands  o f
emigrants rushed across the plains
with the thought of  "str ik ing i t
rich," but more often than not
ending up instead in senous
trouble.  In order to rel ieve part ies
that would have perished in early
snowstonns of September 1849,
General Persifor F. Smith directed
Major Rucker to take charge of

S  100 ,000  o f  p rov i s ions  and
establish depots three days apart
from the Sacramento Valley to the
Nevada desert beyond the Truckee
River.

Major Rucker reported, ". .. a
more pitiable sight than those
wearied. diseased and starving
emigrants I have never beheld.
There were cripples from scurvey

[sic] and other diseases, women
pros t ra ted  by  s i ckness ,  and
children who could not move a
limb. ln advance of the wagons
were men, mounted on mules,
who had to be lifted on and off
their animals, so entirely disabled
had they become from the effects
of scurvey. No one could vrew
this scene of helplessness without
commending the foresight that
dictated the relief, without which
some ofthe recipients would have
inevitably perished in the snows.
It would have been difficult for
the most healthy to have worked
their way in through the storms
lvithout assistance, much less
those who had been deprived o
then use of their limbs."

In July 1850, Major Rucker
mar r i ed  l r ene  Cu r t i s
(1819121-1902) the daughter o
Captain Daniel Curtis. His oldest
son by this marriage, John Antony
Rucker, was bom March 15, 185 I
in Detroit, Michigan. He died July
11, 1878 in White Creek Canyon,
Arizona Tenitory when he and a
fellow officer attempted to save
some supplies by attempting to
ford a stream during a flash flood.
Rucker Canyon, Arizona is named
for him. The Ruckers had two
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more sons, William Alexander
( 1858-1870) and Francis Dring
(1860-1893),  who served in the
Army. The daughters by this
second  mar r i age  were  I rene
(1856 -1938 )  and  Sa rah
(1857-1955 .1 .  bom a t  Fo r t  Un ion ,
New Mexico Territory. Irene
mar r i ed  Gene ra l  Ph i l  i p  H .
Sheridan in Chicago on June 3.
I 875. She died in Washington,
D.C. in April 1938 and is buried
with her husband, father and
mother, and brother Francis in
Arlington National Cemetery.

When the Civil War began Major
Rucker was offered a line officer
post with the U.S. Army Sixth
Cavalry but being 49 years of  age
he declined and chose instead to
remain with the Quartermaster
Department. He was promoted to
colonel and aide-de-carnp to
General George B. McClellan on
September 28, 1861. He served
under Quartermaster General M.
C. Meigs. The myriad day{o-day
requests and dispatches for men,
suppl ies,  wagons, mules and
horses, ships - and all else - fell
on  t he  shou lde rs  o f  t he
indefatigable Colonel Rucker. The
Civil War records in the National
Archives are overwhehningly
loaded with requests to and orders
and dispatches from Colonel
Rucker.

As Chief  Quartermaster and,
thereby rn charge of transponation
for all Union tbrces, Rucker was
constantly dispatching supplies by
ship, rail and road throughout the
war zones. A locomotive built at
t he  New Je rsey  Locomo t i ve

Works was named in his honor, as
uas a newly bui l r  stealn boat.  the
Colonel Rucker. Additionally, a
camp near Fal ls Church. Virginia
was named in his honor. There
was little action at this carnp and
is ment ioned only in passing in
Union reports and dispatches. The
fo l l ow ing  i s  f r om t l r e
"Detachment of  [New York]
Companies B and C stationed at
Campda le .  A r l i ng ton .  V i rg in  i a .
August 1863": "Nothing especial
t ranspired dur ing the month
except one of the camps, Rucker
was attacked by Major Mosby and

[his] guenilla band one night,
who were prornptly met and
repulsed." A side note to this
quote, is that Colonel Rucker's
2nd cousin once removed, Daniel
Murray Mason, was a member of
Mosby's Raiders.

As an example of  the dai ly
requests upon rvhich he had to act
is the fbllorving dated December
14, 1862 dispatched from General
Burnside's headquarters across
tiom Fredericksburg, Mrginia as
the horrific battle there was under
way:

[To] Colonel D. H. Rucker,

Quortermaster Wts hingtort

I  u i shed  2 .500  rnu les ,  i n
addition to what had been
tbrwarded. I shall require at
least 1,500 more than what
has been received to date. We
must make all teams six-
mu le .  I t bu r  mu les  were
quickly exhausted by the
heavy  l oads . l  We  sha l l
p robab l y  wan t  boa t s  t o

t r anspo r t  wounded  t o
Washington to-morrow. I am
expecting requisitions for this
transportation. Please have
boats ready. There w.ill be
some 3,500. Will you inform
me what you can do? When I
know  de f i n i t e l y ,  I  w i l l
telegraph you.

Ru lus  I nga l s .  Ch ie f

Quartennaster fof Bumside's
A.-yl t'

Another example: a message
from Rucker to General
Me igs  who  was  i n
Chattanooga in preparation
lor that awful campaign. [t is
dated October 9,  1863.

ITo ]  B  r i g .  Gen .  Me igs

Qu0r te rmos te r  Genera l ,
U.S.A., Chattanooga, Tenn.

Your dispatch of the 5th.
i n  s t an  t  r ece i ved .  The
t ranspo r ta t i ons  f o r  t he
Eleventh Corps consists of
261 6-mule teams, 75, 2-
horse ambulances, and 3
sp r l ng  w 'agons .  The
transportation of the Twelfth
Corps consists of 150 6-mule
teams, 150 4-horse teams.
and 75 2-horse ambulances;
al l  rv i th horses, harness,
drivers, rvagon-masters and
assistant rvagon masters, and
all in good order. All have
been sent. The first shipment
was made Sunday evening,
October 4. The last shiprnent
was  made  Wednesday
even ing ,  Oc tobe r  7 .
(To be continued in the next
issue ofthe RFS newsletter)
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Index to RFS
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Over the next several issues we
provide an index fbr the issues
of the Rucker Family Society
newsletter.
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40
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4 Sontinued Joseph Allen Rucker
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Rucker Williams
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15
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leptember 2000. Vol. t l. No.3
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22
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23
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Family I'rolile; ln Memoriam:
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'Jim" Eldred Edwards

lontinued [n Memoriam:
William Eldon "Buck" Tinsley,
Iune Arlene Moore, Mrs. Willa
Matthews Rucker, Gracie Spinner
lucker

25
lontinued In Memoriam: Violet
-aurence (Dexter) Hill;
luestions and Answers

26 Continued Questions and
Answers

27 EYerett, Washington; Terry the
Iractor

28 2000 Rucker Rer.rnion
Williamsbure. VA

29
Objectives ofthe Rucker Family
Socief; Rucker Family Society
Board ofDirectors

30 lhoto Comer
December 2000. Vol. l l. No. 4
3 l live Generations of Sudies

32 lontinued Five Generations of
iudies

i 3
Another Sudie; The Rucker
Family Society Meeting,
Williamsbure. VA

34
Continued The Rucker Family
Society Meeting, Williamsburg,

3 5
Continued The Rucker Family
Society Meeting, Williamsburg,

3 6

New Rucker Descendants Book-
Alexander Stirling and Ann
Alston in Spanish Feliciana;
Ioseph T. Rucker
5Oth WeddingAnniversary
Gordon Everett Vallandigham
md Jean Ellen Berry; The
Younsest Reunion Attendee

3 8 Cueryl Familv Letten

39 Editor's Note; 2002 Rucker
Reunion

40 Photo Comer
\4arch 2001. Vol. 12. No. I

Photo ofthe 1911 Rucker Family
Reunion-Descendants of Ephraim
lsaac Rucker ofBrunswick. MO

2 Sontinued 1911 Rucker Family
Photo

3 Everyday Lif'e of the Early
Jettlers of Lawrence Co.. Ohio

4
3ontinued Everyday Life of the
Early Settlers ofLawrence Co.,
lhio

To be continued in the next issue
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2 l lindi and Keith Meyer Family
Protile

22 lontinued Cindi and Keith
V1ever Familv Profile
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Meyer Family Profile
Roy and Mary Rucker

25
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Jartung Sr., 0llie Dennis
Maddox: Ouerv

26 Juestions and Answers

27
3ontinued Questions and
A.nswers; Orleans Cemetery
{ppanoose. Iowa

2 8
lulius Rucker; Corrections; Terry
1nd the Lligh-Tech Dozing
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29 William and Mary Rucker of
ihenandoah Co., Virsinia

30 \otes ftom the President
December 1999. Vol. 10. No. 4

3 1

Ihe Blue Sash - Sudie S. Rucker
-ATrue Story; The Portraits of
William T. and Verenda S.
Rucker
Continued the Portraits of
William T. and Verenda S.
Rucker
Continued the Portraits of
William T. and Verenda S.
Rucker; Ambrose L. Rucker
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lontinued The Blue Sash - Sudie
i. Rucker

35 Fort Rucker. Arizona

36

Query ofthe Quarter: Who was
General Daniel Henry Rucker?;
ln Memoriam: John Charles
Duane Pannhoff

31

Cpal and Cecil Leon Cox 50'r'
Wedding Anniversay-25 Nov
1949; Thomas Rucker 99tr,
Birthday Celebration; In
Memoriam: Doshar R. Doll

3 8 Juestions and Answers
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nuohor lanftn Bloycte
by Michael P. "Mike" Rucker

The world's first tandem bicycle is attributed to Marvin J. Rucker ofEneland. In lgg4
he obtained a patent for two "ordinary" high wheelers joined together by a bar. Ir was
a simple design tased on the premise that two riders could achieve gieater velocity
with less effort than could a single rider It was probably effective in this regard on i
straightaway, but on turns it "was unsatisfactory and called for an acrobatic degree of
skill to balance the machine." With both riders sitting about 60 inches above the
ground and the high accident risk, the Rucker tandem failed to appeal to the masses.

R U C K E R  T A  N  O € M  € I C Y C L E

The "ordinary" bicycle had a large front wheel and a small rear wheel. It was
nicknamed the "penny farthing," since the copper penny was a large coin and the
farthing (one-quarter of a penny) was quite small. Rucker had already obtained
patents related to this kind ofbicycle.
The appeal of the high-wheeled bicycle was due to the atrocious road conditions
during the 1880's and 1890's. The large front wheel could traverse the larselv
unpaved roads ofthe era, whereas a smaller wheeled bicycle could not. This charigei
quickly after about 1900 when streets and roads began to be paved with brickJ or
tamped, smooth with fine gravel. Such roads made the ..safety bicycle,' popular,
largely because the rider had a shorter distance to fall in an accident.. ;.
Sources for this article are: Leek, Stephen & Sybtl, The BicJiTe -t.Thiat Cuiious
Invention, and John Player & Sons collector card commentary. .' l-u..,..,
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